[Epidemiology and pathophysiology of heart failure].
The role of coronary artery disease in the epidemiology of congestive heart failure is important. In the pathophysiologic process of congestive heart failure, a number of adaptive mechanisms (hypertrophy, dilatation, neurohumoral stimulation) compensate for the decreased cardiac output by the failing heart. A new understanding of the pathophysiology of heart failure has lead to the identification of important cellular alterations. In the final stage of overcompensation these adaptive mechanisms are deleterious. Associated ventricular arrhythmias indicate a high incidence of sudden cardiac death. Recent considerations of clinical relevance are taken into account in tailoring treatment for patients with congestive heart failure.